President’s Update – September, 2020
To All NGJA Members,
The Governing Board and I have been as patient as possible in trying to determine the best path forward as we enter the
fall of 2020. Needless to say, the COVID-19 virus and outlook remain unpredictable, so we have determined to move
forward in the following manner:
1. Fall Certification Courses – all local associations will move forward with their local courses. Course directors will
determine the best methods to hold their courses. Each course will determine the best way to re-certify its
judges. In the next few weeks, the course directors will post their courses at NGJA.org and you will begin to
register for your course.
2. NGJA On-line Testing – as in the past, all NGJA members will be required to take their tests on-line. The testing
site should be ready by the end of September. I will communicate with everyone when the system is ready for
you to take your tests.
3. Fall JO Program preparation – all indications are there will be JO competitions this fall, winter and spring. Meet
directors have been promoting their competitions and there will be a variety of different types of competitions.
We will see virtual competitions, competitions with limited attendance (parents and/or athletes) or the normal
competitions we are all accustomed to judging.
4. NGJA Governing Board Meetings – due to the Corona virus the Governing Board is meeting regularly to discuss
any important items that may arise. I will post the minutes from these meetings on the NGJA website following
every meeting.
5. NCAA Program and Initiatives for 2021 –
a. Obviously, the NCAA Men’s Gymnastics Program is fighting for its life with 3 programs being dropped
after the 2021 season. We will closely monitor any developments and share information as we receive
it.
b. The NGJA is still working with the NCAA on possible virtual competitions. The NCAA has been resistant
to this, but the NCAA coaches are pressing hard to make this happen. I’ll update everyone as I hear
more.
c. The 2020 NCAA Initiatives will continue as planned. As an organization, our challenge is to find
consistency in our officiating across the US! This can only be accomplished by continuing our initiatives
and evaluating our progress. As a result, I am asking everyone to again embrace the objectives
established last year:
i. Emphasis on applying FIG rules at NCAA competitions
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ii. NCAA Judges Challenge in December – 4 week competition with awards
iii. NCAA NALs to align NCAA judging with FIG rules
iv. Evaluated NCAA routines on NGJA.org for education and comparison
6. NGJA Dues – the NGJA will move forward with member registration and dues in its regular manner. The NGJA
Governing Board decided to keep its $25 yearly membership fee the same for 2021. This fee will be due the
next time you login as a member.

Special Comments - Since this will be a very unusual year, I am asking everyone to remember a few things as we
navigate the coming months:


The NGJA does not wish to put any of its members at risk. Carefully consider the environment you will be asked
to work in. If you are uncomfortable with any situation or social environment, please turn down the
assignment.



Remember the NGJA is a service organization. Our job is to provide an officiating service and not to create more
drama than already exists. If you are uncomfortable accepting a competition, turn it down. If you accept a
competition, do all you can to assist in a positive outcome for everyone!

I hope you and your families are all safe and you enjoy the final days of your summer!

Mike Juszczyk
NGJA President

